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Dear Sirs, 
 
It has only recently come to our attention that The Scottish Parliament proposes to 
implement an additional 3% tax to be levied on the purchase of all homes within 
Scotland which are not a person’s main residence.  It would appear, determined by the 
relative few people who were aware of this new tax, that there has been minimal 
publicity surrounding same. 
 
As a rural estate agency business, we are gravely concerned that should this tax 
actually be applied, it will lead to a decrease of private housing rental stock at a time 
when the council is not renewing their five year leases in the private sector, which, in 
turn, will create even more homelessness. 
 
Working within the Cairngorms National Park, second homes have been a significant 
factor since Victorian times and a decrease in this sector will create less housing, less 
spend and increased adversity for many small, rural businesses dependent on the influx 
of more prosperous consumers. 
 
Local builders will struggle to justify the construction of new housing as the additional 
tax will lead to a guaranteed fall in sales to the private rented and second home market, 
which will have a prejudicial effect on the provision of more homes.  A lack of new build 
will indirectly affect the level of affordable housing development as they are inextricably 
linked. 
 
In general terms, you will be looking at house price reductions throughout rural 
Scotland, generating negative equity, loss of jobs and closure of local businesses with a 
lack of affordable homes for local people. 
 



Whilst urban areas may fare better, we urge you to consider the fate of trade and 
commerce and the lives of residents within the less populated areas of Scotland, who 
are the lifeblood of our smaller communities. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Allan Munro 
Owner 
 


